Dedicated to the dissemination of scholarly and professional information, Purdue University Press selects, develops, and distributes quality resources in several key subject areas for which its parent university is famous, including business, technology, health, veterinary medicine, and other selected disciplines in the humanities and sciences.
In particular, the paper focuses on one of the communities which has been largely ignored, the Dayak people, who have played an important role in the border between Indonesia and Malaysia in Borneo territories. In the fourteenth century, the island was a vassal state of the Majapahit Empire in Java (Gin Brunei: History, Islam, Society and Contemporary Issues) . After the death of the emperor, the Sultan of Brunei declared independence and became an ally of the Chinese Ming Dynastic. But the local indigenous people of the area (particularly the Dayak Lundayeh) often rebelled against Brunei rulers.
Thus, the Brunei Sultanate (located in southern Borneo) often requested assistance from other allies, such as the Sulu Sultanete, ceding some territories, later to be reclaimed by The Philippines (see below).
Portuguese traders began to arrive in the early 1500s, and Spanish commercial ties were established in the late part of the century. The English began to trade with locations in the Southern part of the Island early in the seventeenth century, and the Dutch came soon after, trying to settle some years later in the early eighteenth century. In 1658 and 1812, the Brunei Sultanate ceded some North locations to the English East India Company, and some years later granted large parts of land in Sarawak to James Brooke (1803-1868), as a way to compensate for his help in suffocating a local rebellion.
Brooke created the Kingdom of Sarawak and established himself and his descendants as Rajahs, ruling for 100 years. Prior to the rule of the White Rajahs, the Dayak tribes seem to have been in a deplorable state; frequently involved in tribal war and excessive alcohol consumption, victim of political manipulation by the Sultanate of Brunei, to the point of being used as a sacrifice to frighten off people who threaten to attack the Brunei capital in the 1860s. The low standard of living had led to severe outbreak of diseases, and the community almost disappeared in the early twentieth century. The northern coastal towns of Sarawak served as administrative centers meant to foster trade. Chinese traders were encouraged by the Brooke government to set up businesses there. They mixed in with the local population. For this reason, it is believed that the Dayak in these areas have ethnic ties with the CLCWeb: Comparative Literature and Culture 20.2 (2018) External influences acted as a catalyst for change and increased cross-border interactions. Trade in jungle and farm products such as dammar, rice and buffaloes in return for manufactured goods, notably cloth, was a major economic force at work, followed later by wage labor. The first railway network in the northern part of the island required a labor force which was supported by British administration. A large number of Chinese workers migrated to work on the railway as well as plantations and mines. The Lawas right up to Long Bawan. However, the land road is is very dry and dusty in the hot months (April to September), and wet and muddy, especially in the Indonesian side, during the monsoon months (October to March). Thus, it is only suitable for four-wheel drive vehicles and motorbikes. The condition of the road is so bad with bumps and slippery patches, that it can be dangerous. However, transportation is easier for residents of Ba Kelalan, and they have become the supplier for the Bawan Valley of essential goods such as manufactured food, building materials, and fuel. In other words, Indonesian people in Long Bawan are very much dependent upon Malaysia. An important source of conflict is the complaint that Ba'Kelalan traders set the price of goods which the Kerayan Lun Dayeh come to buy, and that they are also depending on the Malaysian side for their rice sales.
It is estimated that 90 per cent of the trade goods at Long Bawan come from across the border. For instance, although buffaloes are used to graze the ground, no machinery is used for cultivating 'bario rice', which has been recognized for its quality and taste and has acquired great demands in lowland towns and cities. To make matters worse, the difficult road connecting the two countries is crossed by a small river 6-7 meter wide. There used to be a small bridge constructed by traders from Lawas City. This was perceived as preventing traders at the other side of the border from expanding, so the bridge was demolished to stop traders from Lawas City running business. A second smaller bridge was built in a narrower area of the river, but it was also demolished. During several years, the difficult state of the road made it accessible only to cattle. Gates on village roads were put up to claim land ownership and to prevent wandering animals from going into paddy fields where they can cause damage to crops.
Individuals passing through gates were expected to close them after they had passed through. Tensions arose because of the spread of rumors about people on the Malaysian side were accused of forgetting to close the gate. This negligent act caused some animals to cross and damage plants. The access was closed, and the community headman of the Dayak Lundayek tried to mediate in the conflict, requesting that the gate should be reopen. The negotiation was successful with the imposition of compensation to the other side. It was agreed that the Ba'Kalalan community would guard the gate and a small retribution (toll) was to be paid by people crossing and also by vehicles. This situation caused gangs to appear on the sides of the gate wanting to collect this 'retribution'. Subsequently, an immigration post under the control of the Malaysian government was set up on the road, and now, those who wish to cross the border to shop in Malasya have to pay an unofficial big fee at the check point. These aspects show the level of dependence of the Krayan (Kerayan) community on the Malaysian side, all of which complicate border relationships.
The tollgates episodes offer an idea of the degree of autonomy of border communities between Indonesia and Malaysia. However, it also poses problems to economic development in this area. While there are many ethnic and cultural ties between the two sides, the increasing volume of trade and the interdependency for rice harvesting might create additional conflicts as well as security concerns. There is also the fact of geographical isolation and difficult access to these communities, and the absence of cohesiveness and full coordination among the different powers in Dayak society, as indicated above.
Although the Dayak communities in Kalimantan are bound by the sentiment of kinship with those groups at the other side of the border, their national identities remain fluid. Expressions such as "our hearts are in Indonesia, but our stomachs in Malaysia," meaning that they depend on the Malaysian side to survive, highlighting the supremacy of the neighboring community. These issues bring to the fore both the ambiguity of their sense of belonging as well as the artificiality of national and political constructs as well as the possible dangers to national integrity, defense and security. Thus, this paper has tried to point out the importance of understanding and taking into consideration these communities. 
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